
Throughout the Connectivity Teacher’s Edition and Lesson Planner, the teacher’s notes provide focused warm-up 
activities for each unit. As a supplement to those suggestions, the list below provides you with some quick, general, 
game-like activities that can be used at the beginning of class. These activities:

• help students transition from their first-language environment to an English-speaking one.
• accommodate latecomers to class (and motivate students to be on time).
• add some fun to the start of class.

Warm-ups recycle language studied in one or more previous units. They don’t require any extra materials or special 
equipment.

Warm-ups should take only 2–3 minutes of class time. You may want to use an egg timer or the timer on your phone, or 
ask a learner to be the timekeeper. 

Levels 4-5

CATEGORIES

Write five categories on the board (for example: animals, foods, countries, furniture, sports). In 
pairs, have students list the categories on a piece of paper. Choose a letter (A–Z) at random, 
and write it on the board. When you say go, pairs write down a word for each category 
beginning with the letter on the board. For example, if the letter is C, example answers are cat, 
cake, Cambodia, chair, cricket. The first pair with five correct answers wins.

STORY CIRCLE

Write a sentence on the board to start a story. For example, Yesterday, I bought two chocolate 
cakes. In small groups, have students take turns adding one sentence to the story. For example, 
Student 1: I walked home carefully carrying one cake in each hand. Student 2: I rang the doorbell 
for someone to open the door, but nobody answered. Student 3: Then out of nowhere, my dog 
jumped up and opened the door! After two minutes, call time.

SHAPE SHARE

In pairs, have students take out a piece of paper and a pencil. Ask students to face away from 
the board. Draw a large vertical rectangle on the board. In the rectangle, draw 3–4 random 
shapes (for example: lines, circles, triangles, squares). Then, tell Student A to face front while 
Student B stays facing away. When you say go, Student A has one minute to give Student B 
instructions on how to replicate the drawing on the board. For example, In the top left corner, 
there is a large circle. In the middle, draw a short horizontal line. Remind students they can use 
only words, no gestures. After one minute, call time. Have students turn around and compare 
their drawing with the drawing on the board.

INFO QUESTIONS

In pairs, have students take turns sharing something they believe to be true and asking each 
other questions beginning with Who, What, Where, When, Why, and How. For example, A: Too 
many people can’t access clean water. B: Where is water polluted? What makes water dirty? Why 
is this problem so serious? How can we solve this problem? If they can, students should answer. If
not, suggest they say, Good question. I don’t know.
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WARM-UP ACTIVITY BANK

Unit COMMUNICATION GOALS VOCABULARY GRAMMAR CONVERSATION STRATEGIES LISTENING / PRONUNCIATION READING WRITING / SOFT SKILLS BOOSTER

1
Planning for 
a Career

page 2

●	 Describe someone’s 
background

●	 Discuss career and study 
plans

●	 Discuss the qualities of a 
good résumé

●	 Interview for a job

●	 Collocations for career 
and study plans

Word Study:
●	 Collocations with have and 

get for qualifications

●	 Simultaneous and sequential past actions: Review and 
expansion

●	 Completed and uncompleted past actions closely 
related to the present

GRAMMAR EXPANDER
●	 Describing past actions and events: review
●	 Stative verbs: non-action and action meanings

●	 Ask, “What brings you here today?” to formally 
invite someone to request help or express a 
need.

●	 Use “Correct me if I’m wrong, but . . . ” to 
confirm something you believe to be true.

●	 Say, “I’ve given it some thought, and . . . ” to 
introduce a thoughtful opinion or change of 
mind.

●	 Informally ask for advice with “I was hoping you 
could steer me in the right direction.”

●	 Formally express willingness to do something 
with “I’d be more than happy to . . . ”

Listening Skills:
●	 Listen to activate 

vocabulary
●	 Listen for main idea
●	 Listen to confirm content
●	 Listen for supporting 

details

Texts:
●	 A questionnaire about 

dreams, goals, and plans
●	 An article about someone’s 

career decision
●	 An article on résumé writing
●	 A résumé

Skills / strategies:
●	 Understand from context
●	 Infer information
●	 Apply ideas 

WRITING HANDBOOK

Task:
●	 Write a cover letter for a job 

application

Skill:
●	 A formal cover letter

Pronunciation:
●	 Sentence stress and 

intonation: review

SOFT SKILLS BOOSTER
●	 Positive attitude: Encourage 

and offer suggestions to 
support others. 

2
Building 
Character

page 12

●	 Discuss when telling a lie 
might be acceptable

●	 Accept responsibility and 
express regret

●	 Identify the origins of moral 
principles

●	 Describe the values you 
live by

●	 Accepting or avoiding 
responsibility

●	 Some values

●	 Adjective clauses: review and expansion
●	 “Comment” clauses introduced with which

GRAMMAR EXPANDER
●	 Adjective clauses: overview
●	 Grammar for Writing: adjective clauses with quantifiers
●	 Grammar for Writing: reduced adjective clauses

●	 Introduce an admission that you made a 
mistake with “I’m really sorry, but  . . . ”

●	 Accept responsibility for a mistake with “It was 
totally my fault.”

●	 Express remorse for one’s actions with 
expressions like “I’m so embarrassed,” “I feel 
awful about it, etc.”

●	 Relieve someone’s self-blame with “Look, these 
things happen.”

●	 Offer to make good on financial harm one has 
caused with “I insist on paying for it.”

Listening Skills:
●	 Listen to draw 

conclusions
●	 Make personal 

comparisons
●	 Listen to summarize
●	 Understand from context
●	 Listen for main idea and 

supporting details
●	 Critical thinking

Texts:
●	 A survey about taking or 

avoiding responsibility
●	 An article about being 

truthful
●	 An article about core values

Skills / strategies:
●	 Classify vocabulary
●	 Understand vocabulary 

from context
●	 Relate to personal 

experience

WRITING HANDBOOK

Task:
●	 Write a college application 

essay

Skill:
●	 Restrictive and non-

restrictive adjective clauses

Pronunciation:
●	 Emphatic stress and pitch 

to express emotion

SOFT SKILLS BOOSTER
●	 Integrity: Indicate when 

your values are similar or 
different.

3
Confronting 
Difficulty

page 24

●	 Describe how fear affects 
you physically

●	 Express frustration, 
empathy, and 
encouragement

●	 Explore the nature of 
heroism

●	 Discuss overcoming 
disabilities

●	 Physical effects of fear
●	 Expressing frustration, 

empathy, and 
encouragement

Word Study:
●	 Expanding vocabulary by 

using parts of speech

●	 Using so . . . (that) or such . . . (that) to explain a result
●	 Clauses with no matter

GRAMMAR EXPANDER
●	 Count and non-count nouns: review and expansion
●	 Embedded questions: review and common errors

●	 Express concern for someone’s state of mind 
with “Is everything OK?”

●	 Begin an explanation with “Well, basically” to 
characterize a problem in just a few words.

●	 Express empathy with “That must be tough.”
●	 Say “Hang in there” to offer encouragement to 

someone facing a difficulty.
●	 Say “Anytime” to acknowledge someone’s 

expression of gratitude.

Listening Skills:
●	 Listen to activate 

vocabulary
●	 Word study practice
●	 Listen for supporting 

details
●	 Listen to summarize a 

story

Texts:
●	 A self-test about how 

chicken you are
●	 A description of how fear 

affects someone physically
●	 An article about Stevie 

Wonder and Evelyn Glennie

Skills / strategies:
●	 Relate to personal 

experience
●	 Understand from context
●	 Infer information

WRITING HANDBOOK

Task:
●	 Write a report about 

an event

Skill:
●	 Reducing adverbial clauses

Pronunciation:
●	 Vowel reduction to /ə/

SOFT SKILLS BOOSTER
●	 Effective communication: 

Use self-correction to repair 
errors or slips of the tongue.

4
Building 
Relationships

page 34

●	 Introduce and respond to 
criticism

●	 Give someone positive 
feedback

●	 Explain how you handle 
anger

●	 Explore your relationships 
with friends

●	 Shortcomings
●	 Expressing and handling 

anger

●	 Cleft sentences: review and expansion
●	 Adverb clauses of condition

GRAMMAR EXPANDER
●	 Cleft sentences: more on meaning and use
●	 Grammar for Writing: more conjunctions 

and transitions

●	 Politely introduce criticism or an uncomfortable 
topic with “There’s something I need to bring 
up.”

●	 Say “I didn’t realize . . . ” to acknowledge your 
acceptance of someone’s criticism.

●	 Say “I didn’t mean to . . . ” to acknowledge how 
your behavior might have been interpreted.

●	 Say “On the contrary” to assure someone you 
don’t feel the way they think you might.

●	 Express gratitude for someone’s negative yet 
helpful feedback with “You’ve done me a favor.”

Listening Skills:
●	 Listen to activate 

grammar
●	 Listen for main idea
●	 Listen to infer

Texts:
●	 Descriptions of people’s 

shortcomings
●	 Perspectives on feedback 

for employees
●	 An interview about 

friendship

Skills / strategies:
●	 Identify main idea
●	 Summarize

WRITING HANDBOOK

Task:
●	 Write an essay 

troubleshooting a common 
shortcoming

Skill:
●	 Transitional topic sentences

Pronunciation:
●	 Shifting emphatic stress

SOFT SKILLS BOOSTER
●	 Adaptability: Use hesitation 

expressions to prepare for 
unanticipated questions.

5
What’s Funny?

page 46

●	 Respond to humor
●	 Explore the potential 

benefits of laughter
●	 Analyze what makes 

people laugh
●	 Discuss when joking 

“crosses the line”

●	 Types of humor
●	 How to respond when 

someone tells a joke
●	 Common types of jokes

●	 Questions in indirect speech
●	 Indirect speech: statements: backshifts in tense 

and time expressions

GRAMMAR EXPANDER
●	 Indirect speech: review and expansion
●	 Say, tell, and ask
●	 Grammar for Writing: other reporting verbs

●	 Say “Come see this” to invite someone to 
look at something you think he or she will find 
interesting.

●	 Say “Wait, what?” to informally express 
incredulity at what someone has just said.

●	 Say “That cracks me up, actually” to admit that 
you find something pretty funny.

Listening Skills:
●	 Listen to activate 

vocabulary
●	 Listen for details
●	 Listen to paraphrase
●	 Listen to summarize

Texts:
●	 An article about the health 

benefits of laughter
●	 An article about what 

makes people laugh

Skills / strategies:
●	 Critical thinking
●	 Understand main idea
●	 Understand from context
●	 Identify supporting details

WRITING HANDBOOK

Task:
●	 Write a story with dialogue

Skill:
●	 Writing dialogue

Pronunciation:
●	 Intonation of sarcasm

SOFT SKILLS BOOSTER
●	 Decisiveness: Offer a strong 

or weak hypothesis.

IV

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

F01_Connectivity SB5_63961_ppi-xi.indd   4F01_Connectivity SB5_63961_ppi-xi.indd   4 04/05/2022   14:1604/05/2022   14:16



xxiii

SYNONYMS, ANTONYMS

Arrange students in groups of three. Have them individually draw three columns on a piece 
of paper. Give students thirty seconds to list three adjectives in the first column (for example: 
happy, tall, difficult). After thirty seconds, ask students to pass their papers to the left. Have 
them write synonyms for their partner’s adjectives in the second column (for example: glad, 
high, hard). After thirty seconds, ask students to pass their papers to the left. Have them write 
down three antonyms to complete the table (for example: sad, short, easy).

TELEPHONE

Ask students to stand side by side in a straight line. Whisper an expression (for example: Take 
it easy!) or a sentence (for example: I love to go hiking with friends.) so only the first student in 
the line can hear you. This student then whispers the same expression or sentence to the next 
student. Students repeat until the message reaches the last player in line. This student says the 
expression or sentence aloud so the class can hear how much it has changed.

TABOO

Arrange students in pairs. Student A sits facing the board, and Student B sits facing away. Write 
a word or phrase on the board (for example: graphic design). When you say go, Student A has 
one minute to get Student B to guess the word or phrase using associated words as clues but 
not any part of the word or phrase itself. For example, Student A could say job, visual, logo, and 
colors as clues, but not graphic or design. After one minute, call time. Have students switch 
roles.

TONGUE TWISTER

Arrange students in pairs. Give each pair one or two sounds (for example: /p/ and /b/). Have 
students create a tongue twister—a sentence with 8–10 words, five of which must begin with the 
sounds given (for example: Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers).

COMPARISONS

Arrange students in small groups. Write a category on the board (for example: cities, animals). 
Say aloud a comparison of two objects from this category (for example: Monkeys are louder than 
snakes). One student from each group then makes a new comparison starting with the second 
noun, snakes (for example: Snakes are scarier than bunnies). Students continue to take turns 
making comparisons in this manner for two minutes.

WHAT’S DIFFERENT?

Have a volunteer stand in front of the class for fifteen seconds while the other students notice 
what the person is wearing. Then, take the volunteer outside of the room, and change one 
thing about what he or she is wearing (for example: move a hair clip, roll up a sleeve). Bring 
the volunteer back to the front, and elicit from the class declarative statements about what’s 
different. Each student gets only one chance to guess. For example, Your hair clip is now on the 
left. Your right sleeve is rolled up. The volunteer responds with yes or no. The student who guesses 
correctly wins.

Unit COMMUNICATION GOALS VOCABULARY GRAMMAR CONVERSATION STRATEGIES LISTENING / PRONUNCIATION READING WRITING / SOFT SKILLS BOOSTER

1
Planning for 
a Career

page 2

●	 Describe someone’s 
background

●	 Discuss career and study 
plans

●	 Discuss the qualities of a 
good résumé

●	 Interview for a job

●	 Collocations for career 
and study plans

Word Study:
●	 Collocations with have and 

get for qualifications

●	 Simultaneous and sequential past actions: Review and 
expansion

●	 Completed and uncompleted past actions closely 
related to the present

GRAMMAR EXPANDER
●	 Describing past actions and events: review
●	 Stative verbs: non-action and action meanings

●	 Ask, “What brings you here today?” to formally 
invite someone to request help or express a 
need.

●	 Use “Correct me if I’m wrong, but . . . ” to 
confirm something you believe to be true.

●	 Say, “I’ve given it some thought, and . . . ” to 
introduce a thoughtful opinion or change of 
mind.

●	 Informally ask for advice with “I was hoping you 
could steer me in the right direction.”

●	 Formally express willingness to do something 
with “I’d be more than happy to . . . ”

Listening Skills:
●	 Listen to activate 

vocabulary
●	 Listen for main idea
●	 Listen to confirm content
●	 Listen for supporting 

details

Texts:
●	 A questionnaire about 

dreams, goals, and plans
●	 An article about someone’s 

career decision
●	 An article on résumé writing
●	 A résumé

Skills / strategies:
●	 Understand from context
●	 Infer information
●	 Apply ideas 

WRITING HANDBOOK

Task:
●	 Write a cover letter for a job 

application

Skill:
●	 A formal cover letter

Pronunciation:
●	 Sentence stress and 

intonation: review

SOFT SKILLS BOOSTER
●	 Positive attitude: Encourage 

and offer suggestions to 
support others. 

2
Building 
Character

page 12

●	 Discuss when telling a lie 
might be acceptable

●	 Accept responsibility and 
express regret

●	 Identify the origins of moral 
principles

●	 Describe the values you 
live by

●	 Accepting or avoiding 
responsibility

●	 Some values

●	 Adjective clauses: review and expansion
●	 “Comment” clauses introduced with which

GRAMMAR EXPANDER
●	 Adjective clauses: overview
●	 Grammar for Writing: adjective clauses with quantifiers
●	 Grammar for Writing: reduced adjective clauses

●	 Introduce an admission that you made a 
mistake with “I’m really sorry, but  . . . ”

●	 Accept responsibility for a mistake with “It was 
totally my fault.”

●	 Express remorse for one’s actions with 
expressions like “I’m so embarrassed,” “I feel 
awful about it, etc.”

●	 Relieve someone’s self-blame with “Look, these 
things happen.”

●	 Offer to make good on financial harm one has 
caused with “I insist on paying for it.”

Listening Skills:
●	 Listen to draw 

conclusions
●	 Make personal 

comparisons
●	 Listen to summarize
●	 Understand from context
●	 Listen for main idea and 

supporting details
●	 Critical thinking

Texts:
●	 A survey about taking or 

avoiding responsibility
●	 An article about being 

truthful
●	 An article about core values

Skills / strategies:
●	 Classify vocabulary
●	 Understand vocabulary 

from context
●	 Relate to personal 

experience

WRITING HANDBOOK

Task:
●	 Write a college application 

essay

Skill:
●	 Restrictive and non-

restrictive adjective clauses

Pronunciation:
●	 Emphatic stress and pitch 

to express emotion

SOFT SKILLS BOOSTER
●	 Integrity: Indicate when 

your values are similar or 
different.

3
Confronting 
Difficulty

page 24

●	 Describe how fear affects 
you physically

●	 Express frustration, 
empathy, and 
encouragement

●	 Explore the nature of 
heroism

●	 Discuss overcoming 
disabilities

●	 Physical effects of fear
●	 Expressing frustration, 

empathy, and 
encouragement

Word Study:
●	 Expanding vocabulary by 

using parts of speech

●	 Using so . . . (that) or such . . . (that) to explain a result
●	 Clauses with no matter

GRAMMAR EXPANDER
●	 Count and non-count nouns: review and expansion
●	 Embedded questions: review and common errors

●	 Express concern for someone’s state of mind 
with “Is everything OK?”

●	 Begin an explanation with “Well, basically” to 
characterize a problem in just a few words.

●	 Express empathy with “That must be tough.”
●	 Say “Hang in there” to offer encouragement to 

someone facing a difficulty.
●	 Say “Anytime” to acknowledge someone’s 

expression of gratitude.

Listening Skills:
●	 Listen to activate 

vocabulary
●	 Word study practice
●	 Listen for supporting 

details
●	 Listen to summarize a 

story

Texts:
●	 A self-test about how 

chicken you are
●	 A description of how fear 

affects someone physically
●	 An article about Stevie 

Wonder and Evelyn Glennie

Skills / strategies:
●	 Relate to personal 

experience
●	 Understand from context
●	 Infer information

WRITING HANDBOOK

Task:
●	 Write a report about 

an event

Skill:
●	 Reducing adverbial clauses

Pronunciation:
●	 Vowel reduction to /ə/

SOFT SKILLS BOOSTER
●	 Effective communication: 

Use self-correction to repair 
errors or slips of the tongue.

4
Building 
Relationships

page 34

●	 Introduce and respond to 
criticism

●	 Give someone positive 
feedback

●	 Explain how you handle 
anger

●	 Explore your relationships 
with friends

●	 Shortcomings
●	 Expressing and handling 

anger

●	 Cleft sentences: review and expansion
●	 Adverb clauses of condition

GRAMMAR EXPANDER
●	 Cleft sentences: more on meaning and use
●	 Grammar for Writing: more conjunctions 

and transitions

●	 Politely introduce criticism or an uncomfortable 
topic with “There’s something I need to bring 
up.”

●	 Say “I didn’t realize . . . ” to acknowledge your 
acceptance of someone’s criticism.

●	 Say “I didn’t mean to . . . ” to acknowledge how 
your behavior might have been interpreted.

●	 Say “On the contrary” to assure someone you 
don’t feel the way they think you might.

●	 Express gratitude for someone’s negative yet 
helpful feedback with “You’ve done me a favor.”

Listening Skills:
●	 Listen to activate 

grammar
●	 Listen for main idea
●	 Listen to infer

Texts:
●	 Descriptions of people’s 

shortcomings
●	 Perspectives on feedback 

for employees
●	 An interview about 

friendship

Skills / strategies:
●	 Identify main idea
●	 Summarize

WRITING HANDBOOK

Task:
●	 Write an essay 

troubleshooting a common 
shortcoming

Skill:
●	 Transitional topic sentences

Pronunciation:
●	 Shifting emphatic stress

SOFT SKILLS BOOSTER
●	 Adaptability: Use hesitation 

expressions to prepare for 
unanticipated questions.

5
What’s Funny?

page 46

●	 Respond to humor
●	 Explore the potential 

benefits of laughter
●	 Analyze what makes 

people laugh
●	 Discuss when joking 

“crosses the line”

●	 Types of humor
●	 How to respond when 

someone tells a joke
●	 Common types of jokes

●	 Questions in indirect speech
●	 Indirect speech: statements: backshifts in tense 

and time expressions

GRAMMAR EXPANDER
●	 Indirect speech: review and expansion
●	 Say, tell, and ask
●	 Grammar for Writing: other reporting verbs

●	 Say “Come see this” to invite someone to 
look at something you think he or she will find 
interesting.

●	 Say “Wait, what?” to informally express 
incredulity at what someone has just said.

●	 Say “That cracks me up, actually” to admit that 
you find something pretty funny.

Listening Skills:
●	 Listen to activate 

vocabulary
●	 Listen for details
●	 Listen to paraphrase
●	 Listen to summarize

Texts:
●	 An article about the health 

benefits of laughter
●	 An article about what 

makes people laugh

Skills / strategies:
●	 Critical thinking
●	 Understand main idea
●	 Understand from context
●	 Identify supporting details

WRITING HANDBOOK

Task:
●	 Write a story with dialogue

Skill:
●	 Writing dialogue

Pronunciation:
●	 Intonation of sarcasm

SOFT SKILLS BOOSTER
●	 Decisiveness: Offer a strong 

or weak hypothesis.

IV

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
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